
 

 
 

Meeting: Audit and Governance Committee 

Date: Monday 31st January, 2022 

Time: 2.00 pm 

Venue: Council Chamber, Council Offices, Swanspool House, Doddington 
Road, Wellingborough, Northants, NN8 1BP 

 
To: 
 
Members of the Audit and Governance Committee 
 
Councillors Andrew Weatherill (Chair), Kirk Harrison (Vice-Chair), Jean Addison,  
Matt Binley, Ian Jelley, Anne Lee, Richard Levell, Mark Pengelly, Russell Roberts and 
Kevin Watt. 
 
Substitutes: 
 
Councillors Valerie Anslow, John Currall, Bert Jackson, Matt Keane, Paul Marks, Peter 
McEwan and Lee Wilkes. 
 

A G E N D A SUPPLEMENT 
 

The following additional report and appendix have now been published which was 
not available at the time the agenda was published. 

 
 

Item Subject Page no. 

010.   North Northamptonshire Council - Audit Progress Report and 
Sector Update    
 

3 - 30 

 
This agenda has been published by Democratic Services. 
Committee Administrator: Fiona Hubbard 
01933 231 519 
Fiona.Hubbard@northnorthants.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Document Pack

Page 1



 

 
Members’ Declarations of Interest 
 
Members are reminded of their duty to ensure they abide by the approved Member Code 
of Conduct whilst undertaking their role as a Councillor. Where a matter arises at a 
meeting which relates to a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, you must declare the interest, 
not participate in any discussion or vote on the matter and must not remain in the room 
unless granted a dispensation.   
 
Where a matter arises at a meeting which relates to other Registerable Interests, you 
must declare the interest.  You may speak on the matter only if members of the public are 
also allowed to speak at the meeting but must not take part in any vote on the matter 
unless you have been granted a dispensation.  
 
Where a matter arises at a meeting which relates to your own financial interest (and is not 
a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest) or relates to a financial interest of a relative, friend or 
close associate, you must disclose the interest and not vote on the matter unless granted 
a dispensation. You may speak on the matter only if members of the public are also 
allowed to speak at the meeting.   
 
Members are reminded that they should continue to adhere to the Council’s approved 
rules and protocols during the conduct of meetings. These are contained in the Council’s 
approved Constitution. 
 
If Members have any queries as to whether a Declaration of Interest should be made 
please contact the Monitoring Officer at –  monitoringofficer@northnorthants.gov.uk 
 
Press & Media Enquiries 
 
Any press or media enquiries should be directed through Council’s Communications Team 
to communications@northnorthants.gov.uk  
 
Public Enquiries 
 
Public enquiries regarding the Authority’s meetings can be made to 
democraticservices@northnorthants.gov.uk  
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Contributors/Checkers/Approvers 
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North S151    

Other Director/SME   

 
List of Appendices 
 
Appendix 1:  External Audit progress report 
 
1. Purpose of Report 

 
1.1 To provide the committee with a progress update on the work being 

undertaken by the external auditor, Grant Thornton.  The report also includes 
a sector update which provides a summary of emerging national issues and 
areas for the Committee to consider in relation to these. 

 
2. Executive Summary 

 
2.1 The Council’s external auditors will undertake initial planning work for the 

2021/22 audit in November/December 2021.  The progress report sets out 
what this initial planning involves and the key deliverables. 
 

2.2 The report also indicates the intended Audit Fee for 2021/22 which is 
£350,000. 
 

3. Recommendations 

 
3.1 It is recommended that the Committee:  

 
a) Note the progress report and sector update attached as Appendix 1. 

 
3.2 Reason for Recommendations –  

 

 For the Committee to exercise its duties and responsibilities within its 
Terms of Reference for considering reports of the External Auditor. 
 
 
 
 

Report Title 
 

External Audit progress report, Grant Thornton 
 

Report Author Ciaran McLoughlin, Grant Thornton 
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4. Report Background 

 
4.1 The external auditor’s progress report attached at Appendix 1 provides the 

committee with an update on planning for the 2021/22 external audit work.  
Planning work is due to commence in November/December 2021 and the 
timeframes for the key deliverables are detailed.  It is planned that audit 
findings will be reported in September 2022. 
 

4.2 The sector update includes the following:- 
 

 a number of challenge questions in respect of emerging issues which the 
Committee may wish to consider. 

 an update on the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) 

 Government response to the Redmond Review 

 Government response on Local Authority financial stability and the Section 
114 regime 

 LA COVID-19 pressures 

 Public Sector Audit Appointments 2023/24. 
 

5. Issues and Choices 

 
5.1 The report provides a factual update on delivery of the external audit planning 

for 2021/22, together with briefings on matters of local government interest.  
There are no alternative recommendations arising from this report. 
 

6. Implications (including financial implications) 

 
6.1 Resources and Financial 

 
6.1.1 None specific to this report. 

 
6.2 Legal  

 
6.2.1 None specific to this report.  
 
6.3 Risk  

 
6.3.1 None specific to this report.   

 
6.4 Consultation  

 
6.4.1 None specific to this report. 
 
6.5 Consideration by Scrutiny 

 
6.5.1 Not required on this occasion. 
 
6.6 Climate Impact 

 
6.6.1 None specific to this report. 
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6.7 Community Impact 

 
6.7.1 None specific to this report. 
 
7. Background Papers 

 
7.1 None. 
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http://www.grantthornton.co.uk/
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https://www.frc.org.uk/getattachment/97b5a417-d9bf-4649-b3c3-3ae49a350fe7/FRC-AQR-Major-Local-Audits_October-2021.pdf
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http://www.grantthornton.co.uk/en/industries/public-sector/
http://www.grantthornton.co.uk/en/industries/public-sector/local-government/
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https://www.grantthornton.co.uk/en/insights/lessons-from-recent-public-interest-reports/
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Additional expenditure due to COVID-19 by class and service area (£ millions) (2020-21)

Shire 

District

Shire 

County

Unitary 

Authority

Metropolitan 

District

London 

Borough
Total

Adult Social Care – total 0.473 1,254.880 848.656 663.404 413.842 3,181.254

Children's social care - total (excluding 

SEND)
0.000 94.933 131.127 89.799 62.987 378.846

Housing - total (including homelessness 

services) excluding HRA
63.129 5.254 74.949 42.281 112.971 298.584

Environmental and regulatory services - total 33.564 68.097 67.512 66.704 63.556 299.433

Finance & corporate services - total 48.222 53.445 83.984 76.923 78.284 340.858

All other service areas not listed in rows 

above
184.550 634.578 584.924 564.737 395.137 2,363.926

Total 329.937 2,111.187 1,791.153 1,503.848 1,126.777 6,862.902

Income losses due to COVID-19 by class and source of income (£ millions) (2020-21)

Shire District Shire County Unitary Authority
Metropolitan 

District

London 

Borough
Total

Business rates 276.498 0.000 194.192 207.351 537.667 1,215.708

Council tax 399.037 0.000 217.633 191.219 232.727 1,040.616

Sales fees and 

charges
516.426 194.923 553.907 396.745 475.728 2,137.728

Commercial 

income
82.448 24.159 120.629 204.211 52.154 483.600

Other 33.494 39.947 27.163 53.664 45.166 199.435

Total 1,307.903 259.029 1,113.524 1,053.190 1,343.441 5,077.087

P
age 18

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-authority-covid-19-financial-impact-monitoring-information
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https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/6777/documents/72117/default/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-authority-financial-sustainability-and-the-section-114-regime
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-publishes-update-to-audit-review-response
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https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1138/timeliness-of-local-auditor-reporting-on-local-government-in-england/publications/
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https://www.psaa.co.uk/2021/10/news-release-2020-21-
audited-accounts-psaa/
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https://www.psaa.co.uk/2021/09/psaa-publishes-its-prospectus-and-procurement-strategy-and-invites-eligible-bodies-to-opt-in-from-april-2023/
https://www.psaa.co.uk/about-us/appointing-person-information/appointing-period-2023-24-2027-28/procurement-strategy/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/councils-given-power-to-build-more-homes-for-first-time-buyers-and-for-social-rent
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Climate change risk: A good practice guide for Audit and 
Risk Assurance Committees - National Audit Office (NAO) 
Report
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https://www.nao.org.uk/report/climate-change-risk-a-good-practice-guide-for-audit-and-risk-assurance-committees/
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https://www.nao.org.uk/report/local-government-and-net-zero-in-england/
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https://www.nao.org.uk/report/cyber-security-and-information-risk-guidance/
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